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BEDLAM PRODUCTIONS STARTS PRE-PRODUCTION ON FIRST ISRAELI  -UK FILM COPRODUCTION ‘ZAYTOUN’

Zaytoun to be first film to take advantage of newly ratified UK-Israeli coproduction treaty

6 December 2011:  Bedlam Productions, the Academy and multi-award winning producer behind The Kings Speech announces this morning that pre-production has started on the first ever Israeli-UK film Zaytoun following the newly ratified coproduction treaty. The film also uses the Franco-Israeli treaty to bring the three territories together.

The film drama, first announced at the Cannes Film Festival in May, is being developed by Gareth Unwin, CEO of Bedlam Productions and Eran Riklis, director of award winning film Lemon Tree, in conjunction with Fred Ritzenberg of Far Films. 

Today at the Israeli-UK coproduction treaty press breakfast at BAFTA in London, Bedlam’s Unwin and Riklis announced that pre production had started on the project, while casting is already underway and is set to be announced soon.

Zaytoun is the first film to take advantage of the newly ratified Israeli - UK film co-production treaty. The agreement sees the Israel Film Fund work with a partner film organisation in the UK to support and encourage co-productions in film. The treaty which grants financial benefits such as UK Film Tax Relief and the BFI Film Fund as well as other cultural benefits. 

Zaytoun is the story of the unlikely alliance between a ten- year-old Palestinian refugee and an Israeli fighter pilot shot down over Beirut in 1982. Their initial distrust develops into friendship as they make their way across war- torn Lebanon on a journey to a place they both call home.

The script has been penned by the Palestinian scribe Nader Risz, winner of a Nicholls Fellowship with his script.

French speaking territories and international sales rights are being handled by Pathe Films, United King is handling Israeli distribution rights, while Prominent Pictures, H.W. Buffalo and the British Film Company have joined as equity partners. BUF in Paris has also signed a post-equity deal.

The project was initially supported by the BFI during the Development stage.

Bedlam’s Unwin, said:  “ Multi-party co-productions are notoriously difficult to structure , with the new treaty we have a great template for how we might all collaborate to bring this amazing story to life. We are incredibly excited to be working with such outstanding Israeli and Palestinian talent ”.

Eran Riklis said:  “This new treaty provides a fantastic opportunity for Israeli film makers and the industry as a whole. Zaytoun exemplifies that opportunity, and I am excited to start prep on this project which is so close to my heart.”  (was this provided. If not would they like to provide own qte?)

NOTES TO EDITORS
 
Bedlam Productions specialises in high quality drama and documentary for both television and cinema, most recently achieving critical and commercial success with the multi-award winning The Kingʼs Speech, winner of Best Picture at the 2011 Academy Awards.
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